The number of clonal precursors of the follicular epithelium in the mouse ovary.
The number of clonal precursors of granulosa cells in mouse ovarian follicles has been estimated using a technique based on the phenomenon of random X-chromosome inactivation of somatic cells and the use of an X-linked alloenzyme variant of the glycolytic enzyme PGK-1. The granulosa cells of follicles were oligoclonal in origin and founded by a small number of cells (about 5) which was consistent with histological observations. When the analysis was extended to two subcompartments of the follicle, the mural and cumulus granulosa cells, the results indicated that the cumulus and mural granulosa cells had a common origin.